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26 Years of Diversity Technology Solutions

Today, several major search, mapping and business listing companies 
are adding features to help users locate Black-owned businesses.  

We have not yet seen announcements of similar features in Bing, and 
as we have experienced Microsoft as a leader in supporting socially 
conscious technology initiatives since the mid 90s (see 
http://docs.blackfacts.com/kengranderson/26-Years-Of-Diversity-Tech-
Solutions-powered-by-the-ms-stack.pdf), we are hoping that there is 
some level of interest in adding something similar to Bing.

And as Microsoft platform developers since 1992, who built and run the 
World’s First and Largest Online Black History Encyclopedia at 
https://blackfacts.com since 1997, and are launching a platform of 
business tools and services in 2022 primarily targeting the Black 
business community, which will include an estimated 120,000 Black 
Business Listings, we wanted to see if we might be able to help out.

http://docs.blackfacts.com/kengranderson/26-Years-Of-Diversity-Tech-Solutions-powered-by-the-ms-stack.pdf
https://blackfacts.com/


New England Black Pages
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1998

We transformed New England’s Black 
Business Directory from an annual print 
business to year-round by putting them 
online with a an ASP Classic / SQL Server / 
IIS web site in 1998 at 
http://www.blacknewengland.com



Boston’s Empowerment Zone
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1999

We put Boston’s Empowerment Zone online with the Boston Connects 
site of the Empowerment Zone office operation, and EZ-Info, which was 
an online directory of businesses throughout the Empowerment Zone, 
a pet project of Vice-President Al Gore.



Roxbury.com

2002

2 Years before Yelp, we had self-service business listings for 
Boston’s predominately Black community of Roxbury on 
Roxbury.com, which also featured News, Events, Blogs and Online 
Groups.



Biz-In-Site (CRA Project for Fifth Third Bank)

2004

BizInSite was a Community Reinvestment 
Act project by Cincinnati bank Fifth Third, 
which focused in small and minority 
businesses.



What We Are Doing Today

2021

While to the casual user, BlackFacts may appear to be 
just an extensive online encyclopedia, it is actually a 
content processing and syndication system driven by 
our advanced proprietary platform that collects, 
organizes and distributes our text, graphic, video and 
podcast historical and current news content across 
our site, social media, affiliate sites and email users.

BlackFacts is just the Digital information Curation / 
Collation / Syndication Engine of our larger 
framework, which we have code-named the Wakanda 
Technology Initiative.

The next 2 slides are a peek into what we are building 
today to power Black businesses throughout the US, 
UK, Caribbean and African nations, running on the 
Microsoft stack.
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Target: Our intent is to target those with 
sub-par or non-existent technology 

presence and offer a low-cost solution to 
bring them to higher quality of 

functionality
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Outcome: The final solution will deliver much 
more rich content. Targeted to the business needs 

and demographics and accessible and sharable 
across all community members. Taking the 

concept of Community Marketplace to another 
level.

Low Cost. Easy to Use. Business/Startup-in-a-Box! Ecosystem

Service Model – Wakanda Initiative
BlackFacts.com Technology Offering for Minority Entrepreneurs, Businesses and Students
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Business Automation Tools (Incubator)

Wakanda Shared Services
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Questions?  Ask Us!

ken@blackfacts.com
857-222-2318

ddowdie@blackfacts.com
781-858-6852

• Ken Granderson - Founder / Chief Technology Officer
MIT alumnus and Tech Visionary, Creating Ethnic Technology since 1995, Creator of 
BlackFacts.com, Roxbury.com, Official Website of the Government of St. Lucia 
(https://kengranderson.com)

• Dale Dowdie - Chief Executive Officer
Enterprise-Level Technical Consultant / Entrepreneur 
Building Online Business Applications and facilitating Tech Transformation, Data Centers 
Buildouts and DR/BCP Strategies since the 1980s for Clients including, Harvard University, 
NASA, Multi-national Banks, Liberty Mutual, Staples, TJX, EDS, IBM, McCormick, MassHousing 
and the City of New York
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